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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

PHILANTHROPIST.COM, INC.,
Petitioner,

v. : Cancellation No. 92065178 (Parent)
Cancellation No. 92065255
GENERAL CONFERENCE CORPORATION
OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS,

Registrant.

DECLARATION OF DR. GEORGE R. KNIGHT

I, George R. Knight, being hereby warned that willful false statements and the like so
made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the
United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of this
document, declare as follows:

1. I am a Professor Emeritus of Church History at Andrews University.

2. I hold master’s degrees in Theology and Christian philosophy from Andrews University
and a doctorate degree in Educational philosophy from the University of Houston.

3. My expertise is in religious history, with my specialization in the origins of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church and the other religious denominations that arose out of the Millerite
movement in the 19" Century.

4, The basis for my testimony as forth herein is my over 50 years of study of the origins of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church and related denominations, as well as my review of relevant

documents.
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5. I have written over 35 books, primarily regarding the history of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. Throughout these books, I consistently and repeatedly use the term
“Adventist” to refer to the present-day Seventh-day Adventist Church and its members.

6. On some occasions, I also use the term “Adventist” in a historical sense to refer to the
small, scattered groups of believers in approximately 1844-1860 that eventually became the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. However, I do not use the term “Adventist” to refer to any
present-day denominations other than the Seventh-day Adventist Church, and I believe that such
use would be incorrect.

7. In order to fully understand the difference between the contemporary meaning of
“Adventist” and the historical meaning of “Adventist” in the pre-1860 context, it is necessary to
briefly discuss the roots of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

8. The Seventh-day Adventist Church has its roots in the “Second Great Awakening” of the
early nineteenth century, and particularly in the teachings of a Baptist layman named William
Miller. William Miller’s reading of the Bible led him to believe that Christ would return to earth
in the year 1844. This belief in the imminent return of Christ contradicted the generally accepted
Protestant teaching that Christ would not return until after the millennium.

9. The followers of William Miller were known as “Millerites.” When Christ failed to
return in 1844 as predicted by Miller, the members of the Millerite movement had varying
reactions. Some of them rejoined their previous congregations, while others gave up on
Christianity entirely. However, many of the Millerites continued to believe that Christ would
return to earth soon, and these former Millerites eventually began to form into numerous small
splinter groups. Ihave used the term 'Millerite Adventists' to refer to the pre-1844 followers of
Miller. That use is a historical convenience and not the terminology in which they thought of

themselves.
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10.  In some of my historical writings, I use the term “Adventists” to refer to these scattered
groups of former Millerites who were active from 1844-1860, prior to the formation of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. However, this term is used for historical convenience; there was
no generally recognized term for the former Millerites during this period, and they were referred
to by several names, including the “Church of God” and the “scattered remnant.”

11. I also use the term “Sabbatarian Adventists” to refer to the smaller group of former
Millerites who believed in strict observance of the seventh-day Sabbath. This was a very small
group, generally believed to be less than 2,000, but included Joseph Bates, James White, and
Ellen White, the three most important founders of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. The
“Sabbatarian Adventists” can be contrasted with the “Sundaykeeping Adventists,” who
continued to worship on Sundays, in accordance with traditional Protestant practice.

12.  The terms “Sabbatarian Adventists” and “Sundaykeeping Adventists” are also historical
conveniences, and these terms would not have been commonly used at the time.

13. By 1848, the small group of Sabbatarian Adventist leaders had agreed on a set of basic
doctrines and believed that they had a responsibility to share their beliefs with other former
Millerites who were still confused about what had taken place in 1844. These leaders organized
a series of informal conferences, which was the first step in the development of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. These conferences were referred to at the time as “Sabbath Conferences.”
These conferences were referred to at the time as 'Sabbath Conferences' and they were held
between 1848 and 1850.

14.  After 1850 the Sabbatarian Adventists continued to hold occasional conferences or
sessions to transact business related to the group. The most important of those conferences

occurred from September 28-October 1, 1860, in Battle Creek, Michigan. The Seventh-day
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Adventist Church was organized into a unified structure in 1863, at which time it had
approximately 3,500 members and 30 ministers.

15.  From 1860 on, the term “Adventists” rapidly became understood as referring solely to the
Seventh-day Adventist Church, as this term is still understood today. When I use the term
“Adventist” in a post-1860 context, I am referring solely and exclusively to the Seventh-day
Adventist Church.

16.  While there were other denominations that also arose out of the former Millerite groups,
such as the Advent Christian Church and the Church of God (Seventh Day), these denominations
are not identified today as “Adventists.”

17. I understand that Philanthropist.com, the Petitioner in the above-identified action, has
introduced excerpts from several of my books as evidence in support of its position that the term
“Adventist” is a generic word referring to multiple denominations with shared beliefs, as
opposed to a trademark referring solely to the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

18. I believe that the Petitioner has misrepresented my writings and specifically my use of the
term “Adventist.” When I use the term “Adventist” in a contemporary context, I am referring
exclusively to the Seventh-day Adventist Church and its members. The only time I use the term
“Adventist” to refer to organizations or persons who are not members of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church is in a historical context, when referring to the Millerite movement and the
roots of the Seventh-day Adventist Church (roughly the period from 1844-1860). In some of my
historical writings, I use the terms “Adventist” and “Sabbatarian Adventist” to refer to the small
groups of former’ Millerites who eventually organized into the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
However, as noted above, these groups would not have been commonly referred to as

“Adventists” at the time.
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19. The Petitioner’s Fourth Notice of Reliance contains excerpts from my books “A Search
for Identity: The Development of Seventh-day Adventist Beliefs” and “A Brief History of
Seventh-day Adventists.” The Petitioner argues that the excerpts from the first book show that
“the term ‘Adventist’ does not refer exclusively to Respondent,” and that the excerpts from the
second book supposedly show that “Adventist” is “a broad term that generally refers to more
than one denomination of religions.”

20. Petitioner’s interpretations of the excerpts from these books are incorrect and are taken
out of context. The excerpt from “A Search for Identity” clearly uses “Adventists” in a historical
sense to refer to the groups that preceded the Seventh-day Adventist Church, and to contrast the
beliefs of these groups with the core beliefs of the Church.

21.  Likewise, the single sentence cited by the Petitioner from my book “A Brief History of
Seventh-day Adventists” refers to the Advent Christian denomination as “the main body of
Sundaykeeping Adventists” as of 1858. This is clearly a historical reference, not a reference to
contemporary denominations. The term “Sundaykeeping Adventists” refers to those groups of
former Millerites who worshipped on Sunday, as opposed to those former Millerites who
worshipped on Saturday (which would eventually be the position of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church). The Advent Christians are still in existence today, and do not refer to themselves as
“Adventists” or “Sundaykeeping Adventists.”

22. The Petitioner’s Fifth Notice of Reliance contains an excerpt from the revised edition of
my book “The Apocalyptic Vision and the Neutering of Adventism.” The Petitioner argues that
this book also shows that “the term ‘Adventist’ does not refer exclusively to Respondent.”

23.  The Petitioner’s interpretation of “The Apocalyptic Vision and the Neutering of
Adventism” is also incorrect. This is a book in which I argue that the apocalyptic message of the

early Seventh-day Adventist Church has been abandoned or at least watered down, and suggest
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that the modern Seventh-day Adventist Church rediscover the urgency and apocalyptic message
of its founders. This book is almost exclusively about the Seventh-day Adventist Church, as
opposed to its forerunners or other denominations, and contains hundreds of uses of the terms
“Adventist” and “Adventism,” virtually all of which are references to the Seventh-day Adventist
Church or its members.

24.  However, the Petitioner has focused on two brief references on pages 86 and 87, in which
I refer to certain Millerite forerunners of the Seventh-day Adventists and other denominations as
“Adventist.” These are clearly historical references, as can be seen from the sentence preceding
the first use of “Adventist” on page 86, in which I state “Please catch that picture of December
1844.” Likewise, when I refer to the “Sabbatarian Adventist orientation” on page 87, I am
referring to the lack of any persons who could be characterized as following this orientation in
1845. When I refer to the present status of other denominations later on this page, I clearly
refer to these denominations by their contemporary names “the Church of God (Seventh Day)
and the Advent Christians.” It would not make any sense to refer to these denominations as
“Adventists,” since that term today used to refer solely to members of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church.

25. The other excerpt from ““The Apocalyptic Vision and the Neutering of Adventism™”, in
which I ask in Chapter 1 “Why be Adventist?” and state that “there have to be good reasons for
me to be an Adventist — or even remain one,” is clearly using the term “Adventist” to refer solely
to the Seventh-day Adventist Church, of which I am a member.

26.  The Petitioner has also misrepresented several excerpts from my 2010 book “William
Miller and the Rise of Adventism” in its Tenth Notice of Reliance. The Petitioner argues that

these excerpts show the term “Adventist” as “referring to an entire genus of denominations and
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movements, all who make use of the term in a generic manner.” This could not be further from
the truth.

27. The great majority of “William Miller and the Rise of Adventism” deals with the life and
preaching of William Miller and the “Great Disappointment” of 1844, as well as the scattered
small groups of Millerites that arose in the 1850s. The book does not even mention the
formation of the Seventh-day Adventist Church until page 275 (out of 290 pages). When I use
the term “Adventist” in this book, I am again referring to the small groups of post-Millerite
believers active from 1844-1860 who eventually coalesced into the Seventh-day Adventist
Church. Again, the term “Adventist” is a historical convenience and does not reflect the way
that members of these groups would have referred to themselves at the time. For example, on
page 278, I refer to “the first Adventist census,” that was published by D.T. Taylor in 1860.
However, this was not referred to as an “Adventist census™ at the time; in fact, the article was
published in World’s Crisis, a publication of the Advent Christian church, and the title of the
article was “Our Statistical Report.”

28.  Contrary to the assertions in the Petitioner’s Tenth Notice of Reliance, there is absolutely
nothing in the excerpts introduced by the Petitioner, or anywhere else in this book, that shows
any other denominations or movements “who make use of the term [“Adventist”] in a generic
manner” today.

29.  Finally, the Petitioner has introduced an excerpt from my book “Organizing for Mission
and Growth,” in its Eleventh Notice of Reliance. The Petitioner claims that this excerpt also
shows that “Adventist” refers to “an entire genus of denominations and movements, all who
make use of the term in a generic manner.” Again, this is completely incorrect.

30. The excerpt from “Organizing for Mission and Growth” introduced by the Petitioner

discusses the beliefs of some within the Seventh-day Church that the Church should move away
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from its current, globally centralized organizational structure, and that local congregations
should be given more authority. This discussion refers solely to the competing beliefs within
the Seventh-day Adveﬁtist Church, and all of the uses of the terms “Adventists” and
“Adventism” in this excerpt refer solely to members of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

31. There is absolutely nothing in the excerpt from “Organizing for Mission and Growth”
introduced by Petitioner that supports the Petitioner’s position that other denominations and
movements “make use of the term in a generic manner.”

32.  Ibelieve that the Petitioner has intentionally taken the excerpts from my publications out
of context. This can be seen by examples of my other writings, in which I consistently use the
term “Adventist” to refer solely to the Seventh-day Adventist Church in the present-day context.
33.  For example, in my book “A Brief History of Seventh-day Adventists,” I use the terms
“Adventist” and “Seventh-day Adventist” interchangeably to refer to the Seventh-day Adventist
Church and its members. Copies of Chapters 7 and 8 of “A Brief History of Seventh-day
Adventists” are attached as Exhibits 1 and 2.

34. Chapter 7 contains 50 references to “Adventism” or “Adventist,” while Chapter 8
contains 55 uses of “Adventism” or “Adventist,” all of which refer solely to the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. This is clear from the context of these references. For example, on page 128,
when discussing the growth of the Church in the early 20" century, I state “between 1910 and
1955 the Adventist Church witnessed its largest growth and expansion up through that point in
its history.” Likewise, on page 148, I state that “As of the beginning of 2003 the Adventist
Church had established work in 203 of the 228 nations recognized by the United Nations” in the
context of discussing the “Global Mission” outreach project of the Seventh-Day Adventist
Church. These references to the “Adventist Church” are clearly referring solely to the Seventh-

day Adventist Church rather than to any other denominations that may have similar beliefs.
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35.  T'understand that the Petitioner has also introduced an excerpt from the “Handbook of
Denominations of the United States,” which lists the Advent Christian Church General
Conference, the Christadelphians, the Church of God (Seventh Day), the Church of God and
Saints of Christ, the Church of God (General Conference), Grace Communion International, the
Jehovah’s Witnesses, the Philadelphia Church of God, and the United Church of God under the
category of “Adventist Churches,” along with the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

36. I do not believe that the description of these churches as “Adventist Churches” is correct.
Rather, it appears that the authors of the Handbook grouped these denominations together
because several of them also share roots in the Millerite movement of the early 19" century. For
example, the Church of God (Seventh Day) was founded by Gilbert Cranmer, who was one of
the former Millerites who was active in the Sabbatarian movement from 1844. However,
Cranmer separated from the group that would become the Seventh-day Adventist Church (led by
James White and Ellen C. White) in 1858 and formed his own church, which would become the
Church of God (Seventh Day).! Likewise, the Advent Christian Church traces its roots to the
Albany Conference, a conference of former Millerites held in Albany, New York in 1845.

37. Several of the other denominations listed as “Adventist Churches” in the Handbook, such
as the Christadelphians and the Jehovah’s Witnesses, do not have direct roots in the Millerite
groups, but also trace their roots back to the Protestant revival movements of the 19" century,
and share some general beliefs with the Seventh-day Adventist Church, such as an emphasis on
the imminent return of Christ to Earth.

38.  However, these denominations are not referred to as “Adventists” by those in the

religious community, the media, or the general public.

' Several of the other denominations listed in the Handbook, such as Grace Communion International, the
Philadelphia Church of God, and the United Church of God, started as splinter groups of the Church of God
(Seventh Day).
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39. I am unaware of any religious denominations in the United States that refer to themselves
as “Adventists” or are commonly identified by others as “Adventists” today, other than the
Seventh-day Adventist Church and a few small splinter groups of former members of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church (such as the Seventh-day Adventist Reform Movement).

40. I declare under penalty of perjury that all statements made herein of my own knowledge

are true and all statements made herein on information and belief are believed to be true.

[Remainder of page intentionally left blank]
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that a true copy of the foregoDBCLARATION OF DR. GEORGE R.
KNIGHT was served this 24day of February 2020 by electronic mail on:

Eve J. Brown
Barton Gilman LLP
One Financial Plaza, {8 loor
Providence, Rl 02903
ebrown@bglaw.com

/Soenya Randolph/
Soenya Randolph




Exhibit 1



ADVENTIST HERITAGE SERIES

A BRIEF
HISTORY
OF EVENT H-DAY

ADVENTISTS

4 2ND EDITION




C H APTEHR 7

Era of
Worldwide Growth

(1910-1955)

he six decades from 1840 through 1900 saw the formation
of Adventism as a world church. The decade of 1900 to

1910 witnessed the church reorganize its structures and
institutions for a more functional fulfillment of its mission. And
growth that would have been unimaginable to the Adventist
pioneers has taken place since 1910. From a small and despised
Advent band of about 100 in 1848, the church increased to
approximately 78,000 in 1900. That figure was approaching the
14 million mark in mid-2004, and estimates based on current
growth rates suggest that the church will have a membership of
about 20 million by the year 2010. Also, whereas in 1900 the de-
nomination was still predominantly North American, by the mid-
1920s more than half its membership lived on other continents.

Early-twentieth-century Adventism might best be viewed
as a people with a burning mission to take the three angels’
messages to all the world. Between 1910 and 1955 the denom-
ination had so strengthened and extended the mission program
of the 1890s that the Adventism of the mid-1950s would have
been almost unrecognizable to its founders.

126




Era of Worldwide Growth

The Passing of Ellen White

As we noted in our first few chapters, Ellen White, James
White, and Joseph Bates were the founders of Seventh-day
Adventism. Bates passed away in 1872 and James in 1881, but
Ellen continued to guide the Adventist Church until 1915.
Although she never held an official administrative position in
the denomination, she possessed an immense charismatic au-
thority. Her writings and counsels held special meaning for
both individuals and corporate Adventism.

On July 16, 1915, “the little old woman with white hair,
who always spoke so lovingly of Jesus” (in the words of some of
her non-Adventist neighbors; see A. L. White, Messenger to the
Remnant, p. 108) died at the age of 87. The last words that her
family and friends heard were “I know in whom I have be-
lieved” (LS 449). ‘

Three funeral services were held—one at Elmshaven,
California, her home; a second at the Richmond, California,
camp meeting; and the third at the Battle Creek Tabernacle.
General Conference president A. G. Daniells directed the
Battle Creek service. More than 3,500 persons filled the taber-
nacle, while 1,000 others were turned away for lack of room.

The end of Ellen White’s life had come, but not her influ-
ence. By the time of her death her literary production con-
sisted of more than 100,000 pages of books, tracts, periodical
articles, and unpublished letters and manuscripts. Her written
legacy to Adventism has continued to provide valuable coun-
sel to the church to which she had dedicated her life.

Realizing that she would most likely die before the coming
of Jesus, early in 1912 Mrs. White made provision for her writ-
ings in her last will and testament. She designated five men
who at her death were to serve as a self-perpetuating board of
trustees to handle her properties, “conducting the business
thereof” and “securing the printing of new translations” and
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